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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-121 and 127-210, drawn to the specifics of a scanner device, 
classified in class 235, subclass 462.25. 

II. Claims 122-126, drawn to the method of manufacturing a non-edge 
emitting laser diode package, classified in class 235, subclass 454. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions Group I and Group II are related as combination and subcombination. 
Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1 ) the combination as 
claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for 
patentability, and (2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other 
combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the scanner 
does not specifically requiring the method of manufacturing a non-edge emitting laser 
diode package as recited in Group II. The subcombination has separate utility such as 
in other scanning devices. 
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Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

Claims 1 , 29, 70, 76, 127, 150, 166, are generic to a plurality of disclosed 
patentably distinct species comprising 

- various housing embodiments: i.e. different housing details 

- various optics embodiments: i.e. different types of mirrors 

- various package embodiments 

- various embodiments for intended applications: i.e. ring mounted device, key 
chain, writing instrument, PDA, computer terminal, modular scanning device, 
etc. 

- and so on. 

Though the generic claims are acceptable, applicant is respectfully required 
under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species, even though this requirement is 
traversed. 
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Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

Further, applicant is noted that the multiple species, embodiments claimed are 
not supported by the drawings and well as they often place a burden search on the 
examiner predetermined allotted time. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thien M = Le whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2396. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:30am - 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Le, Thien Minh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 
September 6, 2005 




